
 

May 2023  Page 1 

PFAS Classifica�on Threatens Fluoroelastomer Supply 

 

There is currently legisla�on and regulatory ac�vi�es ongoing in the US at a 
state and na�onal level, and in the European Union through REACH to classify 
fluoroelastomers as PFAS compounds.  This would include fluorocarbon (Viton®, 
FKM), fluorosilicone (FVMQ), TFE/P (Aflas®) and perfluoroelastomer (FFKM).  
Fluoroelastomers are used in nearly every industry and applica�on, including fast 
growing segments such as electric vehicles and lithium-ion bateries.  There are no 
direct replacements that can fill certain performance requirements like 
fluoroelastomers can. 

The Facts About Fluoroelastomers 

Currently, the PFAS designa�on in these regula�ons is classified so broadly 
that it encompasses more than 10,000 substances.  These range from the well-
known contaminants in drinking water, PFOA and PFOS, to substances like 
fluoroelastomers that have large bodies of evidence showing they are non-toxic. 
This research shows that fluoroelastomers are not bio-available, not toxic, not 
mobile, do not dissolve in water, and do not degrade into other forms of PFAS.  
They don’t share the same environmental or toxicological profiles associated with 
other PFAS compounds. 

Supply Chain Disruptions 

The supply of fluoroelastomers is already limited by a �ght supply chain and 
the situa�on has created significant confusion and ambiguity in the marketplace.  
Manufacturers are rethinking capital capacity increases that are already in 
progress and for the future.  Companies such as 3M have decided to exit all 
fluoropolymer business by the end of 2025 due to market uncertainty, a lack of 
viable alterna�ves, and poten�al li�ga�on. 

Steve Melito
Link here? https://echa.europa.eu/regulations/reach/understanding-reach

Steve Melito
Link here? https://www.epa.gov/pfas/pfas-explained
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The Regulatory Environment 

Currently, the REACH classifica�on process in the EU is in the public 
comment stage.  Legisla�on would go into effect some�me in 2027-2028 if it is 
enacted with no excep�ons for fluoroelastomers.  However, many fluoroelastomer 
producers and companies that use fluoroelastomers in their products and 
processes are strongly advoca�ng for these excep�ons. 

Resources: 

• htps://echa.europa.eu/regula�ons/reach/understanding-reach 
• htps://www.epa.gov/pfas/pfas-explained 

What is The Rubber Group doing and how can we help? 

• We can help you avoid current fluoroelastomer supply chain issues by 
providing offsets to 3M based materials. 

• We are available to engage in discussions and determine how we can support 
your business. 

• We are staying up to date on all the latest informa�on through our closely knit 
supply base. 

• We are ac�ve in the public comment periods for these regula�ons and are 
advoca�ng on behalf of our customers. 

Contact: 

John Stone 

Technical Sales Director 

The Rubber Group 

22 Nadeau Dr, Rochester, NH 03867 

jstone@rubber-group.com 

P: 603 841-2115 
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